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UHMS Mission

• Provide forum for professional 
scientific communication

• Promote co-operation between life 
sciences and other disciplines

• Information source to support HBOT
• Promote educational activities
• Raise quality of care, operational 

safety, high standards, accreditation



Undersea and Hyperbaric 
Medical Society (UHMS)

• Founded in 1967 as UMS
• by 6 Navy diving officers
• Initially UMS was reluctant to include 

those in clinical hyperbaric medicine
• In 1986 Name changed to UHMS in 
• Major scientific and professional society 

of diving and hyperbaric medicine in the 
world

• Over 2,000 members from 50 countries
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Associates of UHMS

• Established 1976
Dick Clarke first member and Chair

• Diverse group of clinical and diving 
personnel

• Mission parallels that of UHMS
• Associate voting rep on EC - 1989
• NBDHMT certification of CHT – 1989
• NBDHMT certification of CHRN – 1995
• 2 Associate voting reps on BOD - 2009
• Hyperbaric Facility Accreditation



Other Affiliates

• Chapters of UHMS
Gulf Coast – 1978
Great Lakes – 1980
Mid-West – 2001
Pacific Coast - 2001
Northeast – 2002
Canadian Chapter 2010!

• International Affairs Committee
Established - 1998
Voting representative on BOD (VP)



Recognitions

• US Medicare / reimbursement lobbying
Improved reimbursement for HBO2 in 2003
New indication for HBO2 treatment April, 2003
Continued lobbying with CMS proposals 
intended to reduce HBO2 reimbursement
Obtained re-approval by BC/BS for 
reimbursement on soft tissue radiation injury 
indications

• Facility accreditation program under the 
Direction of W.T. Workman



Recognitions

• American Board of Medical Specialties 
recognition

Subspecialty exam for Undersea Medicine -
1992
Subspecialty exam for Undersea and 
Hyperbaric Medicine
ABPM – 1999
ABEM - 2000

• UBR (UHM) accepted to National Library 
of Medicine / NIH

World’s largest medical library



30/50 States (60%)



Recent and Ongoing 
Accomplishments

• Expertise for Insurance 
• FDA
• Joint Commission Board of Commissioners
• Defense Centers of Excellence (DCoE) for 

Psychological Health and TBI
Consensus Conference for HBOT in TBI 

• Seated in the AMA House of Delegates
• UHMS representative on DAN Board of 

Directors
• Approval of Fellowship status for US 

and International Members



Growth

• Approximately 2300 members
• 2 new corporate sponsors



Visibility

• Website change: 
RRR Solutions

Banner change
Updated material
Shopping cart



Visibility

• Duke University Medical Center 
Library and Archives

• Lambertsen Data Center 
Dr. Christian Lambertsen has 
graciously donated his personal 
collections to be included with 
those of other prominent UHMS 
members. 



Visibility

• Position statements
Clinician Attendance of Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy 
Standards for Clinical Hyperbaric 
Treatment Facilities 
In process - Treating disease 
processes not listed in the HBOT 
Indications, 12th edition text 



Visibility

• Decompression Sickness and 
Arterial Gas Embolism Section 

Navy Dive Manual Chapter on 
Recompression Therapy
Oriskany Dive Rescue Plan 
DCS and AGE Journal Watch

• Ask the Expert



Visibility
• Pressure
• HBOT Indications, 12th ed text 



Strength

• $$ - In the BLACK
• Unity

Clinical hyperbaric medicine
Diving medicine
Associates
International members
Chapters 



Strength - Unity

• The International Affairs Committee
Re-structured
Glen Hawkins – Chair
Input on - Clinician Attendance of HBOT 
Position Statement 

• Fellow status
• Accreditation program – Brazil
• Chapter 
• CANADA!

• Latin America, Brazil, Saudi Arabia.



Strength - Unity

• Committee restructure
• Practice Compliance Committee

Stacy Handley – Chair
Ask the Expert 

• Combine standing Committees 
with Associate’s committees

• BOD restructure  17      11
• Associates  5%      20%   



Strength – UHMS Grants

• US Air Force Grant
Best Practice Guidelines for 
Prevention and Effective Treatment 
of Decompression Illness 

• Masimo Corporation Grant 
National treatment guidelines for 
carbon monoxide poisoning 



Long Term Stability

• Increased numbers
• Having resources
• Needed commodity
• Field of medicine that is viewed 

by outsiders as necessary or vital 



UHMS – CME Activities

• Annual Scientific Meeting
Wound Care pre-course
Office of Naval Research and Naval 
Sea Systems Command 
(ONR/NAVSEA) collaboration
2011 - Combine ASM with Undersea 
Medicine Scientific Program Review 





UHMS – CME Activities

• Sponsored activities     38% 
• Hours of instruction     32% 
• Physician participants     38%
• Non-physician participants     42%
• On-line CME coming soon 



Long Term Stability

• Clinical indication awareness
ischemic disorders of the retina and 
optic nerve - CRAO
American Academy of Ophthalmology
American Society of Retinal Specialists
American College of Emergency 
Physicians 

UHMS - Comprehensive risk 
management program

Chief Executive Officer - facilities that 
operate hyperbaric programs  





Long Term Stability

• DO - Osteopathic Certificate of Added 
Qualification (CAQ) 

July 17, 2008 
• American Board of Medical Specialties 

- Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine. 
• American Board of Preventive Medicine - 267
• American Board of Emergency Medicine - 126

----------
392



Long Term Stability

• Non-accredited fellowship 
pathway

• training plus practice pathway 
•Close on July 1, 2010 



Long Term Stability

Accredited fellowships in 

Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine

NEEDED





Bottom line…
This is your Society 
Please get involved



UHMS Membership

Categories:
Regular  $250.00
Reg. Govt/military/Acad $200.00
In-Training $100.00
Associate  $50.00
Associate with UHM Journal     $125.00



Benefits of Membership
• Subscription to UHM
• Discounted ASM fee
• Direct & On-line access 

DUMC library
• On-line and mailing access 

to UHM & Pressure
• CME through ACCME
• Advocacy high standards of 

practice through treatment 
guidelines, position 
statements, facility 
accreditation

• CD ROM of UHMS 
Literature

• scientific / clinical 
abstracts, membership 
directory, hyperbaric 
chamber directory 
+ reference files 

• Assistance with 
development 
accreditation standards

• Research Foundation 
grants

• Professional endorsement 
scientific evidence for 
HBO

• Collective representation 
in HBO to government

• Updates of regulatory 
affairs

• Forum for communication 
in undersea and 
hyperbaric medicine

• 10% discount on all 
publications




